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Six AUB students win writing competition

Daily Star staff

BEIRUT: Six American University of Beirut (AUB) students were each awarded up to $4000 in cash
prizes for winning essays they submitted to the Michel Chiha competition about the late editorialist's
newaest published compiation, a university statement said on Wednesday. Organized by the Center
for Behavioral Research in collaboration with the Michel Chiha Foundation, the essay contest which
was announced in February, was meant to encourage anglophone students toc discover Chiha, a
francophone writer. A renowned Lebanese thinker and one of the fathers of the Lebangse constitution,
Chiha originally wrote his opinion pieces in the French language daily, L'Orient Le Jour, which he had
partially owned.

Published in English for the first fime in 2008, as part of an anthology entitled Palestine: Political
Reflections, 1945-54, Chiha's visionary and prophetic editorials from the late 1930s until his death in
1954 were made accessible to a non-Francophone audience, as professor Samir Khalaf explained
during the distribution of prizes.

More than 90 students initially registerad for the contest and read Chiha's anthology. But only 23
met the May 15 deadline, producing essays from a variety of angles.

The six finalists chose to study Chiha’s anthology from different perspectives, some political, some
psychological, and pthers maore personal.

Winners, who were described as an eclectic group with diverse interests, were announced by Khalaf
at a recent ceremony after they presented excerpts of their essays to a large audience. Micholas
Saadeh, a first-generation Lebanese-American, an AUB medical student with a degree in aerospace
engineering, and an avid ballet dancer, grabbed first prize or $4000.

Nate George, a Lebanese-American studying at the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern studies after
having earned a degree in c¢inema from the United States, is alse a DI. He placed second with a
$3008 cash prize.

John Hayden, a Canadian with a degree in history from Toronto, is a master's candidate in the
political studies and public administration department and an active member of the AUB choir. He
landed third, receiving $2000.

Ruth Bonazza, a Canadian-American dual citizen with a degree in international affairs, is currently
studying social and behavioral sciences at AUB, after having studied in Japan. She is an avid reader
and swimmer and came to Lebanon because she fell in love with its beautiful rocks in a picture atlas
book. She won fourth prize, or $1000.

Paui Ramia, a biology pre-medical student who loves public speaking and athlsetics, came in fifth with
a $500 prize; while Tarek Tutunji, a PSPA graduate who is currently pursuing a master's degree in
comparative politics, is a member of the University Student-Faculty Committee, a writer for Qutiook,
and enjoys filming. He placed sixth with a $500.

A jury composed of professor Bashshar Haydar (Philosophy?} professor Samer Ghosn (Dermatology )
and professor Roseanne Saad Khalaf (Creative Writing), and two representatives of the Chiha
Foundation, evaluated the gssadys over several weeks, choosing the winners.

Nicholas Saadeh analyzed Chiha's prophetic editorials while interspersirig his essay with personal
accounts from his Palestinian maternal grandparents: “Like [my grandfather], Chiha dreamt not of a
land free of Jews but of 'Muslims, Christians, and Jews, collaborating in Palestine within one and the
same government'-giving Judaism 'the peace to which it is entitled.””

Saadeh highlighted Chiha's anti-Zionist, though anti-racist political stances.

"Although Chiha, like all noble people decried the horrors ishparted on Jews by the Nazi regime, in
reference to its use as a justification for the usurping of Palestinian land; he courageously warned;
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rise above emaotion and passion in times of crisis and remain loyal to the eternal truths which the
very definition of civility ... Despite the atrocities being cornmitted before his eyes and the certainty
with which he predicted the arrival of its repercussions in his homeland of Lebanon, Chiha never
wavered from his differentiation of Zionism and Judaism," he added,

Meanwhile, George spotlighted Chiha's still-relevant anti-Zionist arguments, almost 65 years. after he
first raised them. Focusing his analysis on one editorial, titled a Horizon Without a Sun, George called
Chiha's "scathing denunciations of the Zionist project,” as "devastatingly prophetic.” However, he
concluded that all hope is not lost, if the interpational community would step supporting Israel
militarity, peace would still be possibie.

Hayden, on the other hand, chose to compare Chiha to Isaiah Berlin, a Latvian-born Orthodox-Jew
and Zionist who is believed to have had a profound and lasting influence on liberal theory. Hayden
argued that while Chiha represented the conservative Burkean side of liberalism, Berlin "embodied
the more modern, left-leaning Hberal outlook.” However, he added, "Berlin's liberal values had made
his ardent Zionism problematic." Hayden concluded: "What liberal values are possible then, which do
not recognize the rights of Palestinians?”

Choosing a more literary approach, Bonazza compared Chiha to Cassandra, the Greek goddess who
had the gift of prophecy but was cursed by Apolie so that no one would believe her. Similarty,
Bonazza argued Chiha “could see the future but could not alter it. Although many tried to mute the
impact of Chiha's writing by closing their ears, its significance lasts and lights a path for future
speakers of truth and heralds to follow.” ' '

"It is as if history is mocking its readers, revealing missed opportunities and alternative yet
inaccessible paths,” wrote Bonazza. "On September 26, 1945, Chiha asks, 'Whence the wrath of ages
which recurs throughout history like an incurable disease, heralding unbridied fanaticism? This
'wrath' comes from the failure of the international community to stop the creation of a singular
Zionist state in Palestine,” she added.

As for Ramia and Tutunii, they both addressed Chiha's writings in the context of current events.
Quoting Chiha, Ramia wrote: "The West has prevented the lew, whom it has itself so often
maltreated, from making peace with the Arab" - The Daily Star

"Medial" Service Registered For Britanni-K (Rony Ef Koussa & Co)



18/06/2009 &l
3337 ot

10 Aadiall

G SN (o] O Ak ] podal

dusgidl palaall dlphuns Cudyey . Hlhal (8 paddusal
L palycilyy el 93 33 gl Ao
dxaladl gt ‘éa alggacal! Ciaad t..L!.:Sg. u.n.uu.au.l!
(A R b B el By ool bl a syl
ol (g ol (yua sl (b gy acid 35y
S el A0y sl Al uad g

dagdall pylell cbatay daeladl Loalll Gauts Jsldy
oy ol ol (sl (o gy yeall ot sloill cal ol a8
el yuliine pergd (o Lt yd- 53d9d (o slgall plee pund
oof shpalt dailall uctiall duBlyey Lo gudgs Lids o
.«Lull)é

a3 gy L3l By e dgllay duadadl caiily
L(laad o8 slgall dasilad] Jacliall M!}a

8138 o3k st 1301539 ey jpuhionall ol
(8 el B yaled Bl 1T (Jyn b (8 1308 el
Gand qd." mhLﬁ.ﬂ‘g_utfh:.dl fsands csfgall Lot
Lt Qi pad idopd] 58 yadf 8 stpadl Zpiilnd L4y
Cplatdl aliing 3oy dldeg & sLdaly slaadl dusladl
sitbaally slgat! daoiladl Lo tially culogleall JalaSy
et gt el st dadisly dosndd ililag Basldy
S Ly didaialt plolinall 331l (] St Lol
alall iboaddl ybaly  piu pall doad elldg Juif

Srasle ROl dzelodt o8 Asatall o adadl Al Cialdl
i_I.l.ﬂ_l L@J—Aﬁé «L;).m.a.:.ll QLd#); Q&b).m_uu.d ddlas
;J-“-‘-‘j) .\JL:)L;.: Al u&&&uﬂ}wﬁi B .f-La.b'ﬂ!
whaia Aol u“ 4..:34';’! rn.l-l:5 uamgtjyu.m p..ma
ALl 30 g 3l (b

u.aal as u..wh g s Adladl ga O slduall g.naglj

uuL.rj L;)...‘.a.a..a Joae LSS ub—d—lub—\-ﬁ—\-hll

&..e MJAM.J‘ d.uLI.dl Lg.u.hu 6)3)&53 ﬁ.u.u u.a.a&l.‘.uo
(5 il s gy dosn ot Aslen Lp‘,.w} Jreld

Zilis] Aasluall culiaall Jud 'pe Laed u.mL.‘,s Al
).:u.dl Aty 83 pulal Byl spa s ele Jasall
Qﬁaéuhawjiwjmuuiagwdﬁqa
padill syl salf Al yal

RURR PN TR TS TN ECNL P
Sibidd (5o oudininies ¢l dmiiatd] il Gt 3 LBl b
ml.aii)l.ﬁh slaal sade Siladdy Hgae u.a..a'}u}a“
palis um;\i-‘di Ay Um.aj 8 yhales » Cylaiesd ua slpadd
dsboadl &l (guasdyy oo 1Y daslandl d Sl
dssall Ade Sasar g bl afhd shas ¥ oo et dnsy
gt (g be

,oha& 3.14*&-“ ?@5 qﬁ slga.ll ta.ltr‘a.uﬁ u.uﬁ} C)hj
Slpadt LasSlal JMy &l i) LS B ol

"Medial" Service Registered For Britanni-K (Rony Ef Koussa & Co)



18/06/2009 &l

19780 i
8 sl

@ oyt dpdgall cbiiedl § dulad jligs Jantg
dabiw (709 S gluily duelaialll wolell Ll &5 0¥l
o b i 18 08 g Ll 3 18ubas s jo 289 8 yals
il Al aiial€ ALAN G 291 Ea1Y g i
caaf Lpbaeas Y S) olaal Lyteth JuBiunsll af £ i
Afalall Bah peys Jp Y bl alti€ o)y el
:1RE0 Jokal 7T §al JUisy o clllig doaldll Jlatld
g0 3 ool gainel J28 8 gt o jgenall it ol
Somdraadd (3 Balal daiguaaa dga &olil

g Las 5o (Y9 Lsmad Lofiond dusslidl §351a1lg
aulhill (59049 bl daslasl Liaglyan cullh 309 L
et bonal] 835100 aigga G bk jldg daala dlg
poladl §,50a oo 7 A 909 ddul jYg0 daiied Lotiandy
Ldla upds 929 408 pedl o daladl d)latlg &nlnaad]
Latll (3 gedc 909 Aijlhall cibwlidl 3 piuaslall
§ lSg daatalt § Saibutly il LIS Lt s
gl By oy detglight da b A A s all
NP |

Blaedl 3 bapd @LS aigigly by Jols oy
o fleal be Llle Coalle ool 5o by J859 palali
P sall el Al ga p¥adl Flasyl o0 dning Sagandl
Hilags 6551

BosHall cYLELH 3 i ill plall disd i1 kg
ol ety ultg {Ehucld) o jLiis jgudy ult e
S Al3 gy 359wy plly (Baada (1el) (e
s Ruafoel GaiSl elise OV d8LAYL (Kaslosyl
da9a &8 5 590 Ha daalall CWLEH 1gau8 wag o
ayilal) {g;1haly Laulaal

Shs 99 {1A0E-1A%Y) Laeld L oyl J1 3L
JUELl j9lins puAgy c@laag (d raaag il
sasg ol g s 2 oladidta VAT T pladl 3 (i d
A 350 Radudilly Aol 61881 J153 ¥y JGaelodi
i @ i oly pmbidly BsalaalBYE il § s
o LAl AL gag plladl ddlag (pudandd ol s hlad
IS il dinlll (3 Igude ISy LIBYL cag p dahs
G 19E 0 plall § pabug JLalll j3iussil Sagom slac)
(g g ez gy AL

8.8 W daslall 3 Joa padsS an § Jliad 8l
.‘-?:"“ Lo Jliios d8ales E.‘ilﬂ.’; e cidel g s (3
JLiing R o o dnalatl § (Solull i 1l 55 o Laahis
Sl Joa Ay pdg e dlasll as 289 dads
A $A C1R0E-19E0 dabin ctholi 1pubday
Lot 0l Lo gt il liid¥) aang dupliYle 1 A%
Aallly dragdl 450900 dhaa § g landh L
0uag Laaandl L8 adhld dllas culgliig dad A1

S et daslad! ity s A8 liuedl il o8y
&islandl (3 &;.tlhg ladla 8+ ‘elig:s Jawalig g ju (3
P2 YlEs 19008 ki8S wads TV &lg LKH tgwjag
ok & pain jlag lal 10 3dtaed slasil Ju8
baosbos @alided] auilga o bandh JLie S8 Tguays
Laadig Liadlig

5958l daslatt B Sobuatl it 8 50 iy sty
Lahiihe paie J8 1,8 cuiill cppSLAH fhosl I8 jsous

= Gt b bl g0 0olaw edgSas jlo oy
Y daajl Layadg Jo¥ Bjhlally Laslall 3 K
wdgiads aally palilys Ol b (aize 98 salswsy -Yga
LS dgapld gilidl alaka¥l Ak Laud ol7 o JLig
daugaall o jaey cpubantd JRaY dayyd aley Al
Baigaamally

@ oo Sl Jlid g5 yga cali jla allls
@S ¥ § dabagl Gpidly dujell cibaljall S 4
Salads Jodng (;¥ga AT U Layady dalalt 3581l
ords 585 929 pinage 3508 osng Lotoull 3
OLpS oLl e Eaalidl LAY Loyl e 3%l
. - gudmaad]

Lat] Latiandy ABIBM &350l Gaala (98 guisSll 5lag
52,34 (o bt 3 Sulad jaaba Joay g
33todlg Laabiadl pgdell § piwaiated Litla ujaag
OB odg . lasdga ;3 hiGs gy das il ;_35-41..2.“
s jaall il ey Libuad Gy Lol G uals
Al

o il G¥gs S Lo oy el 8550l Ll
el Gall Fligs 29 &K pe¥l-Liaikl Ll s
gas pedbl @ Lanhll ailes &35 aa Ll I

"Medial" Service Registered For Britanni-K (Rony Ef Koussa & Co)



18/06/2009 &l

19780 i
8 sl

Adlllf - dedalt pglatt Al ¢ widid! GleY 1 Jg> 8 ulidcas 43>

Ay jpnid il ol 5y gadl ey il 4580l il B
LETY WO | G..a.tlld..u.a.“ F-N d.LsSg 2gad gl (Adliuwg
T TTNR SER VTR YN E WSO F PRIV P LI
A paid A 2 Al RBLAT (B dtmadl B i i s
Meall pundl iy aa08 Gugangly puialll Akl
il ! 8l Sl g sola sl AT

Al gyletf cul BYRY dasladl Eindtl Goisis Lal
B o pedl sl Jglis 488 el o gal skl s
oo ol sty ot plall gllatadl gk ol
iy fnliign (puapd gha )9S all Luui Ajolys 8 elgall
oloiss bud o podd {Jean-Louis  Montastrus)
Bahyg b shei B (8 Algall Tpitall fuslioll 481"
il il B

Jaadi gai " ohgins 8 s Algliy dudall cuaily
Lk L (ol o clgall Euilall Justhall 10
Anaal] yu5g dlioy davall 65159 oA Hgall g Guc)
€ Gultad éle Ol ddobans sl c 53858 Sl
SAE b plidel hlaalaid el 80 Los el
)3.5.111 ALl olBis )Lil th).w-aL\-m _)}wﬁg).a-“s
-3l gal (gald j9iSally Hgaais gha

el @l 55 by AL P8 gaatiaall el
dgily T Jgumn Jla o8 )38 Eaall 8,155 pisly
chbibiogy éu.g_*._'ig zﬁigd.!'l ;JLQ-Q-‘_'...;.:I oo dants 3)_._!&_‘\

g Ll slgall Ketal it ol £, 0 q*bsi‘
&La}-x—?-n-“ ddl..:;ig OsLL‘U| ,o'_\_E'_'\.;‘sg a)id'ﬁ Ei_n_i_hs
A dotelf culelnBlf cAliag b slgall duitall Juslallg
daladl & all 6)1)39 dcasladic i..a.ﬁ..aw.llg Oliad
(CUEMB) &uhll golell L83y daaglall dixilly
cplan U Syale By el Sael 8, &b g g
Al Bt ) Jown gl By Laasliig Ay ol
9 pdupell dasd allig Juadl JSLy Loy dileladl

NPT Y PRER |

Sl Jon & pmatall BB L3 98, Leall gl
Al (bl jaifall ) i cnslie il g paicll
caaall = Aaililll Aaalall (B Eobll polell .S auak
2983 (A i aally et PRI L Arnalis
Al ssaey uug.a...a...»..a! T L WSt | GL.hEH B
pleg aleidly paodill pud g ooh Hla Hysall
Ay 201 o ll Babasll i Mg vt dmals (o8 Lygu¥l
GLbl e 089 § S Igusi 3 55mdg pll radill Loy
ol apatill e (ot .nks,.m:..-d.asds.lu.‘.sb LY
sill danalgy gV A8l s o) il add
B Jladiy 53l lasg 9080 sumSal Gild &1
digbeol c).ub.u ;9 9 misdl fppachass u.ang { adnilt
Aigualiy daaladl faleell 5o o) Joald 2o & padsll
ialeadl clinall a3 o anh g el (08 85818 5,81
9% diglaadl 635 kst &l (8 nay 53 paoll Jalall
iluagail Jlostinag o ol e ilill sotol) aglt
Baloell JuB Eojul ,ud KolBH o Lclodidf of Lo udall
azy $50me hlail 83,2 a9ag e S0t I dbLal
Shed o g el jn (olliy ATy JS A padnl
sl any g all 8Ll a8
ekt iaia of & 859,58 rhe pyRol el ao-tg
diall t..ﬁ)Lu.x (‘5)&‘ daa Ob ‘...d.m_g.dl LAY M—H
1S g5 pplettlsdu bl ggloll b 8YAY daslall
Olgie aali o Godl Cabuda ol porbilia ddogaall
"ol 8 Hlgald donitat Lo Alua ¥l pods laul
doalall B Blall poleg CLEYAYN &g ok §,lols
a..;.;bg.!l d..:.a.ib.“ oaiizy j9enin C'ﬂm )3asall dusluill
Bases 9 iliendl 3158 jgiSalh bl ele culEyay
g gl 8)giSall daallinis
foceall 418 (A dgall ple gl iy Lptii - ey
Sl NS il plane 53830 &t daoladl -
of opbiad 8 ,Q.\.uwul Flgatd dpailadl LEMg dp ol
99 929 Jtigh lodona (B dnagill pile sl dghans

"Medial" Service Registered For Britanni-K (Rony Ef Koussa & Co)



