N THE English speaking world Michel Chiba remains relatively

unknown, A panel comprised of HE Michel Eddé (former

Chairman of the Maronite League), Chris Doyle (Council for Arab-
British Understanding), Professor Sanir Khalaf (American University
of Beirut) and Eugene Rogan (St :\n!hnn)"s Callege, Oxford
Um\'rrnly) celchrated the |m|-||muu.-u of Chiha's "Paletine: Pofitical
Reflectiorn, 1945-1954",

The book Is a selection of Chiha's reflections on what he calls the
“moral bankruptcy” of the partition of Palestine and its global impact
His editarfals chroncile not only his frustration but also stand as a
record of his vislon of what would follow.

Emotive and in parts provocative, his “:ilm:.'_\ reflect his behicf in
the merits of a diverse society, As founder of the Lebanese
constitution, which was built firenly on a desre 1o accomodate
Lebanon’s different groups, Chiba was profi wndly shocked by the logic
behind the creation of the state of Mracl and ths s reported in his
book.

Dayle notes in the foreword to this edition that Chiha belongs wo
those Arabs whose thoughts and visions should have been “top-table
reading™ for Western policy makers, Yet many of the latter consider the
term “Arab intellectoal® some thing of an oxymoron, Chiha made
prophetic warnings about the [uni(;un of Palestine and his sucoessors

hater warnod against the .\ngln American lavasson of Irag in 2003,

Chiha's perspective

Chika saw a hundred year war as 3 likely outcome of the partition
of Palestine: sxty of those yrars have .Aln_'.\dy luu::v;l Chiha stated on
5 December 1947 that the “decision to partition Palestine by creating
the Jewish state is one of the most seriows mistakes In contemporary
politica...[It] will have its part to play in shaking the world to its
foundations™ (}x, 58).

In the introduction, Khalaf peints to Chiha’s argument that the
state of lsrael was born out of other people’s suffering. On 5
December 1947, Chiba noted that "under the pretext of providing a
bome for a \\'un?w-.ng Face what do we see but othcr peoples”
bumes shaken, threatened or destroyed, and Jewish soverelpnty set up

at the cost of geographical disintegration and unparalled
arbitrariness™ (pp. 58-59),

(1“';‘ ‘)‘N'f \""l ‘,‘ll‘ }.J;l"‘lil'ﬂ' wWas ‘illlilly not l“‘l'. r’l'\“}!.h o "K'uw
even one teuth of the worlds' Jewish population), who would be
prac kod ino Palestine "like sardines in a tin” (30 r'\,n’ll 1947, p. 1)

But his account is not purely a eriticiam of Zioplsm: he also decried
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the morally incongruous behaviour of the USA amd also recognised
what Khalaf describes as the "lr!h.n;,:_\' of the Arabs (March 1951, P
116).

Chiha's ideas also moved on as time went on, By the 19505 be
recognised that leracl needed 10 be accepted within its boeders. e
.ul’rp:rd that Arabs bad to look to the inv\\;lv:hl} rather than the
ivn]wun}nh(y of peace (p. 168). Chiha distinguishes hetween Judaism
and Zionism. Peace with former is atainable but the latter &5 a

different species (Khalaf, p, 20)

Sixty years on

In eany ways, the situation now is worse than Chiha predicted.

The facts speak for themsclves. As Doyle pointed out, in 1998,
207% of Palestmians were living belaow the poverty line. By 2007, this
figure bad shot up to 87%. UNWRA provided aid to 11,000
Palestinians in 2001 and by 2007 was prm‘«‘lmp aid to over a milllion,
Scttiements, the wall, blockades and house demolitions all negate basic
rights of human survival, In addition, Fhud Olmert demanded at
:\luulmlin that the Palestinfans recognisc Isracl as a ‘Jewish’ =tate, a
demand which does not leave room for a Lebancse style solution to the

conflict as Chiha had hoped for,

Critical reflections

In some ways, Chiha's thoughts come across as outrage more than
balanced thought, as Rogan commented. The gn‘-um{‘ for this are self
evident but Chétha does on cocasian revert to Zionism as a conspiracy
theory. Naming Jews as conspirators is cdcarly problematic. IFhis work
i viewed within its historical context of celonial occupation then this
can be understood. However, this could easily be misconstrucd.

Why rcad it today?

Despite these criticisms, the book still provides a worthy ars
insightful first hand account of the Arab reaction to the establishment
of the state of Israel in the shadow of European colondalism.

The book is polemical and provecative, but nevertheless

enlightening,

Palestine: Political Reflections 1945-54, by Michel Chiba, is
published by Stacey International, 2008, Price: £25.00,
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