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The personal effecls of 

one of Lebanon's greats 

Exhibit recounts dynamic period in country's history through the work of Michel Ghiha: Rana Rinawireports 

T
hree years ago, Michele nent political figure who played "We thought that, being part of subdivided into 12 calegories, an impressive display of history 


.Helou Nahas and Claude acrucial role in the founding of our history and heritage, the each revolving around a signifi­ l'rom his days as a politician and 

Doumet Serhal were the modern state of Lebanon. archives should be exhibited." cant historical event in which laler as the owner of Le Jour 

assigned the rrùxed bless­ His private documents - incl­ Entitled Historical Pages of Chiha was involved. In addition newspaper, the highlight revol­

ing of cJeaning out their grand­ uding a hand-written draft of the Lebanon: Archives of Michel to the material at the ex Il ibit, a ves around the Constitution. 
mother's house. Constitution, which he was inst­ Chiha, the exhibition was inaug­ cacophony of verbatim (juotes in Chiha was appointed a mem­

Marguerite Pharaon Chiha rumentaI in creating - are now urated last week by the Michel French and Arabic from Chiha is ber of a comrrùssion in 1925 that 
had just passed away. But as her being displayed in a free exhibit Chiba Foundation under the patr­ played in the background. was assigned to draw up the 
granddaughters sadly went through at the Nicolas Sursock Museum. onage of President Errùle Lahoud. The exhibit starts wilh docu­ Constitution. The 13-member 
the house in Yarzee, however, The exhibit, which runs until "Exhibiting archives was a ments recounting a series of commission fblmulated 12 ques­
they stumbled upon their grand­ June 4, is not only a homage to really difficult task. You're not events that occurred following tions that ultimately deterrnined Chiha: "It's a work of memory to teach sorne, and remind others who he was" 
father's private and historically­ Chiha, but also an account of dealing with paintings, but with the end of World War l, when how the country functions. 
significant documents. historical events that took place dry materiel," Nahas said. Lebanon was occupied by The questions, which were Also incJuded in the exhibi­ relationships increased. This is Nahas. "He foresaw the dan­

Michel Chiha had died 44 in Lebanon between 1919-45. The exhibit may not be artis­ Allied Forces and placcd under sent to several Lebanese figures tion are Ihe Constitution's orig­ illustrated by correspondence gers. Things he said could have 
years eartier, leaving behind a "We wanted to.show the his­ tically eye-catching, but it is French mandate. Other docu­ in order to survey their opinions, inal manuscript, three typed between Chiha and several been written last week - they 
legacy as a newspaper owner, tory of Leba'non through historicall y fascinating. ments illustrate the decJaration asked whether Lebanon should drafts wilh hand-written correc- . diplomats such as Charles Malek are unfortunateIy so true." 
one-time politician, and promi- Chiha's archives," said Nahas. Dated !etlers, telegrams, con­ of Greater Lebanon in 1920. be a republic or constitutional tions and annotations - ail in (thefirst Lebanese ambassador A replication of Chiha's 

ference documents and newspa­ One display depicts Chiha's monarchy, if seats in Parliament French':" as weil as the defini­ to Washington) and Ahmed office, using his furniture, is also 
per clippings are displayed in only term as an MP, from 1925- should be allotted according to tive version of the Constitution, Daouk (the first Lebanese amb­ exhibited. His purple-Iit work­
chronological sequence and are 29. During this period Chiha, sect, and what the head of state's which was lranslated into Ara­ assador to France.) space includes a walnut-tree 
informatively labeled to explain who studied law in Cairn, allied responsibitities should be. bic by Chible Dammous. The personal documents also wood desk, an art deco lump and 
how they are related to the himself with others equally The exhibition displays the Chiha's allegiance to the Con­ illustrate the role Chiha played a compilation of Le Jour. 
events surrounding Lebanon's interested in endowing Lebanon 12 questions, as weil as the stitution continued after it was in the monetary negotiations Although the exhibition does 
birth and independence. with a solidjudiciary system. answers of sorne renowned fig­ fonned. On display are lelters between France, Lebanon and not focus on Chiha's poetic 

The exhibition's material is Although the exhibit offers ures from various organizations. 	 that illustrated Chiha's disap­ Syria in 1947. side, documents hint that he 
proval of President Beshara When deputies Saeb Salam was a poet and a writer with an· 
Khoury'sre-election in 1949. and Henri Pharaon decided to international audience. 
Khoury was Chiha's brother-in­ come up with a new color for His numerous accomplish­
law and mend, but the Constitu­ the Lebanese fIag in 1944, ments also inspired Serhal, in 
tion slipulated that presidents Chiha proposed using a collaboration with Nahas, to 
could not be re-elected until six magenta COlOT, the dye which write a book with pictures and 
years after their last term ended. was extracted from the murex explanations in French and Ara­

Chiha was also a firm during· Phoenician times. bie of the exhibited materiel. 
believer that the public should Although the idea was not ulti­ "1 was only 4-years-old when· 
study the Constitution. mately used, the exhibit dis­ he passed away," said Nahas. "1 

An article he penned and pub" plays various COlOT samples. don't remember much ofhim. It 
lished in his French newspaper, The section dealing with the is through his work that we 
Le Jour, in 1949, reflected his death of Chiha at the age of 63 realized who he was. 
opinion on this issue: "Because in 1954 includes photographs "Ifs a work of memory to 
the people are barely familiar of his funeral, condolence let­ teach sorne, and remind others 
with their Constitution and their ters, and telegrams addressed to who he was." 
basic rights, because to the vast the nation and his farrùly. 
majority of Lebanese citizens A final section displays sorne The exhibit is open daUy from 
the very basics of the judiciary of Chiha's articles pub Iished in IOam 10 1 pm and from 4pm to 
systems seem indecipherable his paper, which he bougbt in 7pm. Entrance is free, and 
and secretive, the authorities are 1937 and owned until his death. guided tours are available in 
able to abuse their powers and "We chose to display the arti­ English, French and Arabic. 
lead its populace Iike sheep, like cles related to the Palestinian The Chiha F owulation is also 
rabble, tather than a community problem because he was such a sponsoring a conference analyz­
of human beings." visionary. He denounced the ing the Lebanese system Friday 

After ils independence in dangers of a Jewish state on our and Saturday at the American 
Chiha' s identification card Reproduction of Chiha's office, as exhibited at the Nicolas Sursock Museum 1943, Lebanon's international borders as early as 1945," said Unive,:~ifJ:~ofBeirut. 


