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:Under the patronage ofHis Excellenc)' Professor Ghassan Salamé 

Minister ofCulture 

Frida)' May 18, 2001 

Opening Session 

9:00-9:30 


Welcoming Remarks 

Professor Samir Khalaf 

PresideIH John Waterbury 


Opening Address 

1-1. E. Professo r Ghassan Salamé 


Session l : Introduction 
9:30-11:00 
The session will examine the parricularities of the Lebanese system 
and its evolution since inJependence. le will also inrroduce the contribution 
of Michel Chiha and his circle to the formulation of the system. 

Chaù': Fouad Boutros 

)~ Nadim Shehadi (Centre for Lebanese Studies, Oxford) 
"Miche! Chiha and the Lebanese Politica! System. " 

Ahmad Baydoun (Lebanese University) 
"Michel Chiha and Confessiona!ism. " 

Fares Sassine (Lebanese University) 
"The Evolution ofthe Lebanese Idea. " 

Fawaz TrabuIsi (Lebanese American University) 
"The Lebanese System Revisited. " 
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Session II: The Institutional Framework 
11:30-13:00 ; 

The session will examine the Constitution, the National 
pact, and the TaN Agreement in an attempt to determine whether the 
instirutional framework was a cause of srabiliry or instability. 

Chair: loe Issa El Khowy 

Chibli Mallat (Saint Joseph University) 
"The Constitutions, The Nationa! Pact and the Ta'ifAgreement: Continuities 
alld Discrepancies. " 

Samir Franjieh (Politician & Journalist) 
"The Ta 'ifAgreement: A Provisiolla! Compromise or a New National Pact? 
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f<awaz Gergcs (Sarah Lawrence Col/cgc, New York) 
"Le/;tlnoll Between Erst ({nt! n'lest Clnt! ill A rab Po/itics. " 

Volker Perrhes (Sriftung Wissenschaft and Politik, Berlin) 

"Ll'bli/JOIi in ics ;/rt,!J (/)/(/ A1etliterrrrnctli7 DwironJncnt. " 


Lllilch Break 12:30-15:00 

Session VII: RoundtabJe Discussion: ,Perspectives and Prospects for Lebanon 
15:00- 17: 00 

This sc:ssion will cvalLiatc the system, from indepenJellce ro the presenr. Ir 
will also examine ilS prospccrs, and ;·melllpr ro forlllulare solutions for the future . 

Chair: G/JtlSJfl1l Tlieui 
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