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:(Boston, 1950

“The questions that had now to be settled not only affected the high personalities,
but also the entire structure of command in this vast theatre. | had always felt that the
name “Middle East” for Egypt, the Levant, Syria and Turkey as ill-chosen. This was the
Near East. Persia and Iraq were the Middle East; India, Burma and Malaya the East; and
China and Japan the Far East. But far more important than changing names, I felt it
necessary to divide the existing Middle East Command, which was far too diverse and
expansive.”
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“... I therefore propose that the Middle East Command shall be reorganized into
two separate Commands, namely: (a) ‘“Near East Command” comprising Egypt,
Palestine and Syria with its center in Cairo, and (b) “Middle East Command” comprising
Persia and Iraq with its center in Basra or Baghdad*.
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« In both Greek and Turkish times, Asia Minor has been connected with Europe
rather than with the lands to the East. A juster view of the early history is obtained by
thinking of the Mediterranean countries and interacting on one another than by separating
Asia Minor and Palestine as Asiatic.”
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