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LEBANON 
YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

10 ictures of Lebanon are pictures of the vvorld; not o£ a world domi
l-.~ nah!d or enhanced by its present-day architectural setting, but of 

a world in which the first place belongs to man on the move, against 

< the varied background that is his. . . . 
On this ·narrow coa'st, and in the mountains, there e:xist side by side, 

'· at ' all altitudes and in every possible climate, sun and snow together; 
j • • .. ~- t 

l, in fact~ every possible aspect the universe can present. 
1 "' r • 

! • ·' · It has been so since .man, coming from obscure regions, with barely 

a . dawning consciousness of his own possibilities, settled there by the 
~ sea and dreamed of possessing it and triumphing because of his 

~ossess~on. Th~n; when he began to read the .stars, he cam~ and settled 
(he' was the original Lebanese) in. the extreme west of Asia, on this sea 
CQas't ~here civilisation after civilisation imposed itself, beside a 

1 

• Mediterran;e,an Sea, which, · as .. opposed to the un-named ·Gcean·, he 
:. • J' called the. lnl~nd Sea becaus~ of the peace it gave him ahd because of ' 
i I. • . ' I ~ ' ' 

!· ' :its welcoming grace and dignity. '. 
! ~ · , Tllis point of the planet which is ours seems to us ever predestined. 

It~ g~ographica.f position has rriade it a ~and of history. All antiquity 
is here, anxiQusly waitin;g for the future to declare itself. , · 
- It is indeed sufficient to look at the map to perceive that LehaBon 
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I b 
· · was placed at the foca l 

before Christopher Co urn us s voyagrng ' f h h k 
d t t h ntre o t e t en novvn 

point of the main land an sea routes, a e ce 

world. h h 
I f T h d Jder than Rome, l at t e 

· t was rom yre, two t ousan years o . 
Phoenicians warm.ed into umidian Africa, rnto Spain, and, by way 
of Gibraltar, t0 England and the northern peninsula · America in 
those days was a solitary continent awaiting discovery· She was far
ther removed from atomic energy, from the Unit d Nations and from 
the Marshall Plan than v1 are from the nebul e. But time has sped 

on fleeting foot and changed the face of the earth. 
Perhap more than an other country, Lebanon, plac d as she is, 

se~s herfuture stretching before her. She reaches eagerly to gra p it, 
hut remains faithful to her tradition and her pa t. She knows how 
preca.rious are human wi hes, and she ets a high value on experience. 
!A point of departure and of arrival. Lebanon is perhaps more espec-

. "" i~llyaport of call, a happy temporary haven, one. of the points through 
.which the swarming masses of Asia proO'ress toward Europe which 
so recently dominated their continent. 

If. however, Lebanon is a focal point for the meeting' of men. it is ·· 
~ven more so one for the exchang of idea .. and of belief . Through its . 
Intense world-wide bu iness activity it i again a forum 0 £ manifest 

intellectual and spiritual activity. Venerably it te tifi 8 to the flux and 
re-flux p£ llligratory people . and to the ris and fall of mpires. 

Such is Lebanon, our country of sun ~h1·n to I· h d ., _ .. . ~ ~ _ • w 11c "ve are prou to 
belong. our a~bxhon tretchipg b yond m teri I th· · 11 J· · • h· d f h a rng ln a rrec-

. hons, o t o t earth, and w on I . I 
h h h d f d 

· Y anxious to erve t 1 
rot er oo o m~n nn . the thinct of' th.llt. · 't - ~ . ~ SPltl . 
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